LEVELS OF QUESTIONS

(adapted from an exercise by Aimee Bahng)


Levels of arguability

Level 1:
Questions that can be answered with knowledge you have right now.

Level 2:
Questions that can be definitively answered with scholarly research.

Level 3:
Open-ended questions to which an answer can be proposed based on 

scholarly research but that cannot be answered definitively.  
Level 4:
Questions that cannot be addressed with scholarly research, either because of 

a lack of evidence or because they ask something that cannot be answered by citing evidence.  

Examples
Level 1:
What color is the sky? 

Level 2: 
What is the International Monetary Fund? 

Level 3: 
Do free trade policies help developing countries? 

Level 4: 
Why does God allow people to suffer? 
Ideally, your paper will respond to a Level 3 question because Level 3 questions are debatable. Debatable questions will lead to richer papers because there are stakes to your argument. You will feel the pressure of having to prove your point to an imagined contrarian, who will challenge you with counter-arguments and ask you questions like: “So What?” and say things like: “I’m not convinced. Prove it!” 
Exercise
Identify the level of arguability of each question. For each question, consider what kinds of evidence one might draw upon to support an answer.
_____
1.   When was the internet invented?  
_____
2.   Why is Dartmouth so great?  
_____
3.   How do campaign advertisements successfully convince voters? 
_____
4.   What country produces the most maquiladoras?  

_____
5.   How does stress impact the moral development of adolescents? 
_____
6.   Should parents be worried about giving their children too many vaccines?   
_____
7.   Did Gertrude Stein collaborate with the Vichy government?  

_____
8.   How did language evolve? 

_____
9.   Why does poverty exist?  

_____
10. Does national security necessitate increased surveillance?


